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ij<f m ^^f^ fyents to the Claims! 

This listing of claims 'will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
implication: 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (currently amended) A cooking appliance comprising: 

acooktop^ 

at least Ofle selectively controllable heating element arranged on the cooktop; 
a controller for operating the at least one heating element; and 
at least one control element, hnked to the controller, for inputting first and second 
settings for the heating element, wherein said first setting establishes a first power level 
operated for a first time duration and the second setting establishes a secon d, active 
power level operated for a second time duration^ wherein a cooking operation covering 
the first and second power levels is automatically performed. 

2. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 1, wherein the second selected 
power level is less than the first selected power level. 

3. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 1, wherein the controller 
performs a shut down function, tenninating operation of the at least one heating element 
after a period of inactivity, 

4. (original) The cooking s^liance according to claim 3, wherein the period of inactivity 
is from 4 to 6 hours. 
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5. (currently amended) Tli e cooking applkmco oooordine to olaia r^ 
A cooking appliance comprising: 

a cooktop: 

at least one selectively controllable heating element atranged on the cooktoo: 
a controUef for operating the at least one heating element: and 
at least one control element, linked to the controller, for inputting first and second 
settings for the heating element, wherein said first setting establishes a first power level 
operated for a first time duration and the second setting establishes a second, active 
power level operated for a second time duration, wherein a cooking operation covering 
the first and second power levels is automatically perfonncd . wherein the controller 
automatically estabhshcs the second power level if the second power level is not selected 
through the at least one control elment. 

6. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 1, wherein the at least one control 
element includes a digital display. 

7. (currently amended) The cooking appliance according to claim? claim 6. wherein the 
digital display includes first and second display sections, with said first display section 
indicating a power level and the second display section indicating the time duration. 

8. (origmal) The cooking appliance according to claim 1, wherein the at least one control 
element includes first and second sets of slew buttons. 

9. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 8, wherein the first set of slew 
buttons include a first button for selecting a power level input option and a second button 
for selecting a time duration input option. 

10. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 9, wherein the second set of 
slew buttons include a first button for increasing power level and time duration sellings 
and a second button for decreasing power level and time duration settings. 
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1 1. (original) The cooking appliance according to claim 1, wherein the ilist selected 
power level and first selected time period constitute a pre-hcat process. 

1 2. (cuirently amended) A method of performing a cooking operation on a cooktop 
including a controller and at least one heating element comprising: 

selecting a first power level for the at least one heating element; 
selecting a lirst time duration for operating the at least one heating element at the 
first power level; 

operating the at least one heating element at the Xirsi power level for the first time 
duration; 

automatically switching the at least one heating element to a secon ds active power 
level for a second time duration following the first time duration; and 

terminating the cooking operation of the at least one heating clcnient at the end of 
the second time duration. 

13. (original) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

selecting a second power level for the at least one heating element; and 
selecting a second time duration for operating the at least one heating element at 
the second power level. 

14. (original) The method of claim 12, wherein the second power level is automatically 
established by the controller to be lower than the first power level. 

15. (original) The method of claim 14, wherein the second time duration is automatically 
established by the controller to be between 4 and 6 hours. 

16. (original) The method of claim 12, further comprising: displaying the first power 
level and the first time durdtion on a display formed as part of the control element. 
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17. (original) The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

pausing aiter selecting the first power level; and 
flashing the first power level on the display. 

18. (original) The method of claim 17, further comprising: displaying the second 
power level and second time duration on the display. 

19. (original) The method of claim 12, wherein selecting the second power level requires 
selecting a power level lower than the first power level. 

20. (original) The method of claim 12, wherein the first and second power levels, and 
first and second time duration are selected through manipulation of a pair of slew buttons 
provided on a control clement for the at least one heating element. 



Page 6 of 1 J 

PA(X8I13'RCVD AT MI2004 12:09:37 PM [Eastern 



